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1
PRESSURE TEST DOOR FOR USE WITH A
FUEL TANK

BACKGROUND

The field of the invention relates generally to pressure
testing of chambers, and more specifically to a pressure test
door that is lighter and that reduces the ergonomic impact on
users of the door.

At least one currently utilized pressure test door that is
utilized in pressure testing of chambers weighs about fifteen
pounds. In certain applications, this door is installed to seal
the chamber prior to pressure testing of the chamber. How-
ever, this pressure test door may be required to be installed in
a position that is above the mechanic doing the installation.
One particular embodiment of such a pressure test door
requires that the user(s) engage four latching mechanisms
when sealing the chamber with the pressure test door. Such a
configuration is ergonomically challenging during overhead
installation and removal. Safety is an issue with a tool of such
weight. At the same time, there is a continuing desire to
decrease installation time of such pressure test doors while
also reducing the weight and the number of moving parts.
Improved reliability of the seal between the pressure test door
and the chamber is also desired, as well as reduction in the
maintenance associated which such a pressure test door.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

In one aspect, an apparatus operable to seal an opening in
an aircraft fuel tank during a pressure test of the fuel tank is
provided. The apparatus includes a substantially dome
shaped body comprising a perimeter and a sealing gasket. The
body further includes a rim extending in an orthogonal direc-
tion about the perimeter and a flange extending in a normal
direction from the rim and about the perimeter. The flange is
sized to engage the fuel tank about the opening. The sealing
gasket is proximate an intersection of the rim and the flange
and extends completely around the perimeter and is oriented
to provide a sealing function between the fuel tank and the
body as pressure is increased within the fuel tank.

In another aspect, door for sealing an opening in a vessel
for pressure testing of the vessel is provided that includes a
body comprising a dome shaped profile, a contour lip extend-
ing about a perimeter of the body, the contour lip having a
perimeter operable for engaging an opening in the vessel, a
compression seal disposed on the contour lip operable for
providing a compression seal of the opening port upon pres-
surization of the vessel, and an indicator disposed on the
contour lip, the indicator externally visible when the com-
pression seal is compressed.

In another aspect, a door for sealing an opening in an
aircraft fuel tank for purposes of pressure testing of the fuel
tank is provided. The door includes a body having a dome
shaped profile and a perimeter where the perimeter is sub-
stantially the same geometric shape as the opening of the fuel
tank, a lip extending from the perimeter of the body where the
lip defines a surface operable for engaging the fuel tank about
the opening, a seal disposed on the lip operable for providing
a compression sealing between the fuel tank and the door
upon pressurization of the fuel tank port, and an indicator
disposed on the door. The indicator is placed on the door such
that it becomes visible, from a position external to the fuel
tank, as the seal is compressed.

The features, functions, and advantages that have been
discussed can be achieved independently in various embodi-
ments of the present invention or may be combined in yet
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2

other embodiments further details of which can be seen with
reference to the following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an illustration of an existing pressure test door
being placed into a port associated with an aircraft fuel tank.

FIG. 2 is an illustration of an improved pressure test door
being placed into the port shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of the pressure test door shown in
FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the pressure test door of
FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a partial cross-sectional view of the pressure test
door, placed within a non-pressurized fuel tank port, illustrat-
ing a seal and a relative position of a pressure indicator.

FIG. 6 is a partial cross-sectional view of the pressure test
door, placed within a pressurized fuel tank port, illustrating
that the seal has been compressed and a shift in the relative
position of the pressure indicator.

FIG. 7 is a partial side view of the pressure test door
illustrating pressure indicating bands attached thereto.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1is an illustration of an existing pressure test door 10
being placed into a port 20 associated with a fuel tank (not
shown) within an aircraft wing 30. Pressure test door 10 is
utilized during a pressure test associated with the fuel tank
within wing 30, the port 20 providing access to the interior of
the fuel tank. Pressure test door 10 has a weight of about 15
pounds and includes four latching mechanisms 40 that main-
tain placement of the pressure test door 10 within port 20,
thereby sealing the fuel tank for the pressure test. Pressure test
door 10 does not provide any indication to a user whether or
not the fuel tank is pressurized. The use of latching mecha-
nisms 40 and the weight of the door 10 results in a range of
installation and removal times for the door 10, both of which
have to be done by a user 50. It is desirable to provide a
solution where the weight of the sealing device is reduced, as
well as the amount of time a user expends installing and
removing a port sealing device. It is further desirable to
increase the reliability of a seal associated with a port sealing
device and show an indication of pressurization of a wing fuel
cell.

FIG. 2 is an illustration of a lightweight wing pressure test
door 100 being installed within port 20 of wing 30 by user 50.
It is noted the pressure test door 100 allows for single handed
installation and removal and does not include any latching
mechanisms. In one embodiment, pressure test door 100 is
about two and a half pounds, includes no moving parts, and
includes a pressure test indicator as further described below.
As further explained herein, the reduced weight of pressure
test door 100, as compared to pressure test door 10, is due to
the fabrication of door 100 from composite materials 101
(shown in FIG. 4), including in one embodiment, fiber based
composite materials. Other light weight materials are utilized
in alternative embodiments, the materials are selected based,
for example, on the necessary strength of the material under
pressure. Example materials include formed titanium or alu-
minum (either single sheet or stiffened), and honeycomb
materials. While the embodiments described herein relate to
glass fiber in an epoxy matrix, due to its low cost, other
composite constructions are also contemplated.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of lightweight pressure test door
100. Door 100 includes a substantially dome shaped body 102
that defines a perimeter 104. Extending from the perimeter
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104 is a rim 106 extending in a generally orthogonal direction
from about the perimeter 104 and a flange 108 extending
outward in a normal direction from the rim 106 about the
perimeter 104. In one embodiment, rim 106 extends at a slight
angle from orthogonal to aid in centering the door 100 within
an opening. More specifically, rim 106 is further operable as
an alignment and centering device. The flange 108 is of a size
such that it will engage the fuel tank about an opening therein.
A sealing gasket 110 is disposed proximate an intersection of
the rim 106 and the flange 108. The gasket 110 extends
completely around the intersection of the rim 106 and the
flange 108, and is oriented to provide a seal between a fuel
tank and the door 100.

In one embodiment, the sealing gasket 110 is a compres-
sion lip seal, while the dome shaped body 102, the rim 106,
and the flange 108 are integrally formed from composite
materials. In a specific embodiment, the composite materials
are fiber-based composite materials. With regard to sealing
gasket 110, one embodiment is generally tubular in cross
section, though many different seal cross-sections may be
utilized. Embodiments of sealing gasket 110 have a combi-
nation of durometer value and seal geometry that allows the
seal to conform to any mismatches that may exist between the
door and the perimeter about an opening (e.g., the wing
structure). For example, it is known that in one aircraft, the
wing structure has a very slight longitudinal curvature.

As shown in FIG. 3, the dome shaped body 102 has a
substantially elliptical shape that is similar to a port in an
aircraft wing fuel tank, or fuel tank. However, other embodi-
ments which are shaped to seal openings that have other
geometric shapes are contemplated. A handle 112 is inte-
grally formed with or separately mounted proximate a center
of the dome shaped body 102 and is operable for external
insertion and removal of the door 100 from a fuel tank port.

Invarious embodiments, the door 100 includes one or more
indexed surfaces 114 on at least one of the dome shaped body
102, the rim 106, and the flange 108 to guide alignment of the
door 100 within a fuel tank port opening and associated seal
contact surfaces associated with the port. In one embodiment,
rim 106 and flange 108 are referred to in combination as a
contour lip.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the pressure test door
100 taken along line 4-4 shown in FIG. 3. FIG. 4 provides
additional detail in regard to an overall shape of dome shaped
body 102 and the relative orientation of body 102 with respect
to the perimeter 104, rim 106, and flange 108. A cross-sec-
tional view of gasket 110 is also provided.

FIG. 5 is a detailed view of an interface between door 100
and an aircraft fuel tank 130 taken along area 5 (shown in FIG.
4), and as door 100 is placed within an opening 132 associated
with fuel tank 130. From the cross-sectional view of FIG. 5, it
is apparent that sealing gasket 110 engages the fuel tank
interior surface 134 about a perimeter defined by the opening
132. A pressure indicator 140 placed on an outer surface 142
of'rim 106 is not plainly visible to a user when the fuel tank is
not pressurized. The indicator 140, disposed on the rim 106,
provides a direct indication of a pressurization force within
the fuel tank. Since pressure indicator 140 is not plainly
visible in FIG. 4, and sealing gasket 110 is not compressed,
the tank does not appear to be pressurized. In one embodi-
ment, pressure indicator 140 is an indicating strip or band
adhesively attached to and running around the outer surface
of perimeter 104.

FIG. 6 illustrates the changes to certain components of
door 100 once the fuel tank is pressurized. The sealing gasket
110 is now compressed against the fuel tank interior surface
134. In addition, the indicator 140 is now plainly visible to a
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user as it is now below an external surface 144 of the fuel tank
130. In one particular embodiment, the indicator 140 includes
one or more color bands that become visible to a user as the
sealing gasket 110 is compressed. In another embodiment,
the indicator 140 includes multiple color bands. Visibility of
aspecific color band is indicative of a degree of pressurization
of'the fuel tank 130 and a degree of compression of the sealing
gasket 110, which in one embodiment is a compression seal.

FIG. 7 is a partial side view of the pressure test door 100
further illustrating one embodiment of pressure indicator 140
that includes a plurality of bands attached to the door 100. In
the embodiment, pressure indicator 140 include four bands,
though more or fewer could be incorporated. Multiple
embodiments are envisioned. For example, visibility of band
150 may indicate that the door is properly placed within the
fuel tank opening, visibility of band 152 is indicative of
sealing of the tank and further indicative of a first pressure
within the fuel tank, visibility of band 154 is indicative of a
second (increased) pressure within the fuel tank, and visibil-
ity of band 156 may be indicative of too much pressure within
the fuel tank.

Test door 100 is a lightweight alternative which allows for
one touch installation and removal into a wing tank opening.
As described above, there is a built in test indicator 140 that is
visible to show a pressure test is in progress. Utilizing com-
posite materials 101 to make the pressure test doors 100
resulted in a decrease in the overall weight of the door 100, but
the dome shaped body also provided an increase in the struc-
tural load limits of the test door 100 as compared to test door
10. Specifically, the dome shaped body 102 of door 100
provides for stiffness and strength.

In addition, door 100 is less expensive to fabricate than is
door 10. Test door 100 is an item capable of providing a
reduction in process flow time, an increase in production,
reduction of manpower, and a safe and more ergonomic tool
that can be utilized, for example, by mechanics and assem-
blers. Additional advantages that door 100 provides are that it
is easier to store and takes less room to store, and there are no
moving parts to get damaged or worn.

The composite door described herein provides the desired
sealing function at a significantly reduced weight over prior
sealing doors made from metal. In addition, a direct and
progressive indication of the pressurization level within the
wing cell is also presented. This indication occurs as the seal
compresses under internal gas pressure, exposing the test
indicator 140. In one embodiment, a color strip running
around the perimeter of the door functions as the test indicator
140. The color strip can be a single, solid color. Alternatively,
the test strip can be strips of various colors indicating various
pressure values in the wing fuel cell.

This written description uses examples to disclose various
embodiments, which include the best mode, to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice those embodiments,
including making and using any devices or systems and per-
forming any incorporated methods. The patentable scope is
defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not difter from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus operable to seal an opening in an aircraft
fuel tank during a pressure test of the fuel tank, said apparatus
comprising:
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a substantially dome shaped body comprising a perimeter,
said body further comprising a rim extending in an
orthogonal direction about the perimeter and a flange
extending in a normal direction from said rim and about
the perimeter, said body removably coupled to the fuel
tank to provide selective access to an interior of the fuel
tank;

a sealing gasket proximate an intersection of said rim and
said flange, extending completely around the perimeter,
said sealing gasket oriented to provide a sealing function
between the fuel tank and said body as pressure is
increased within the fuel tank; and

an indicator coupled to said rim and extending about said
perimeter of said dome shaped body, said indicator sepa-
rate from said sealing gasket and comprising at least one
band oriented to provide a direct indication of a range of
pressurization force within the fuel tank.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said sealing

gasket comprises a compression lip seal.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said indi-
cator comprises a plurality of indicators, each said indicator
indicative of a respective pressure range within the fuel tank.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said dome
shaped body, said rim and said flange are integrally formed
from composite materials.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said dome
shaped body, said rim and said flange are integrally formed
from fiber-based composite materials.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said dome
shaped body comprises an elliptical shape.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising a
handle integrally formed or separately mounted proximate a
center of said dome shaped body, said handle operable for
external insertion and removal of said apparatus from the
opening.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising
indexed surfaces defined across at least one of said dome
shaped body, said rim and said flange to guide alignment of
said apparatus with a fuel tank port and associated seal con-
tact surfaces of the opening.

9. A door for sealing an opening in a vessel for pressure
testing of the vessel, said door comprising:

a body comprising a dome shaped profile, said body
removably coupled to the vessel to provide selective
access to an interior of the vessel,

a contour lip extending about a perimeter of said body, said
contour lip having a perimeter operable for engaging an
opening of the vessel;
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a compression seal disposed on said contour lip and oper-

able for compression sealing the opening; and

an indicator coupled to said contour lip, said indicator

separate from a compression seal and comprising at least
one band oriented to provide a direct indication of a
range of pressurization force within the vessel.

10. The door according to claim 9, wherein said at least one
band comprises multiple color bands, visibility of a specific
color band indicative of a respective degree of pressurization
within the vessel and a respective degree of compression of
said compression seal.

11. The door according to claim 9 wherein said indicator
comprises an adhesive band extending about said contour lip.

12. The door according to claim 9 wherein at least one of
said body and said contour lip comprises indexed surfaces to
guide self alignment of said door within the opening of the
vessel.

13. The door according to claim 9 wherein said body and
said contour lip are integrally formed from composite mate-
rials.

14. The door according to claim 9 wherein said body and
said contour lip are integrally formed from fiber-based com-
posite materials.

15. The door according to claim 9 further comprising a
handle integrally formed or separately mounted proximate a
center of said body, said handle operable for external inser-
tion and removal of said door from the opening.

16. A door for sealing an aircraft fuel tank for purposes of
pressure testing of the fuel tank, the aircraft fuel tank includ-
ing an opening to access an interior of the fuel tank, said door
comprising:

a body comprising a dome shaped profile and an outer

sidewall, said body removably coupled to the fuel tank to
provide selective access to an interior of the fuel tank;

a lip extending from said outer sidewall, said lip defining a
surface operable for engaging the fuel tank about the
opening;

a seal disposed on said lip, said seal operable for providing
a compression sealing between the fuel tank and said
door; and

an indicator coupled to said outer sidewall, said indicator
separate from said seal and comprising at least one band
oriented to provide a direct indication of a range of
pressurization force within the fuel tank.
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